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	THE IBOS COLLEGIATE CHURCH



Our churuch, not being a bishopric, is a collegiate church rather than a cathedral. Philippe VI de Valois, king of France and regent of the Bigorre Earldom, made it a collegiate church in 1342. It kept this status until the Revolution in 1789. By right, it is no longer a collegiate church but, out of local pride, the inhabitants of Ibos still use this term. A collegiate church had a college of canons. Through their prayers, they represented the inhabitants to God and enhanced the splendor of religious ceremonies. Unlike chapter canons in a cathedral, the collegiate canons did not participate in electing bishops.
1. THE PORCH
The porch is modern. The magnificient multi-coloured stone paving in front of the church was finished in 1875 by Guy PAVEUR.
2. THE NAVE

The nave is the oldest part and dates from the 14th century. The vast nave is characteristic of the Languedoc Gothic style. On the outside, the facing of the walls, stripped bare in 1908, is made of brick and stone. On the inside, the massive pillars do not protrude. The broad, 15,50 meters vault, has crossed ribs reaching down to the mordillons. An image of Saint Laurence, to whom the collegiate church is dedicated, is painted on the keystone at a height of 24,70 meters.
In the nave, two statues may be seen : Sixtus II and Saint Laurence, patron saint of the town. The first one is made of plaster and the second, in sculpted wood, is a Spanish work which has been entered into the historical registry, as all the other furniture of the collegiate church.

The six side chapels were built between the pillars and the buttresses to which they are attached. The second side chapel, to the right, is dedicated to Saint Nicolas, a reminder that the Brotherhood of Saint Nicolas existed as early as the 16th century in Ibos where it persisted, along with others, until 1903.
3. THE CHEVET
The monumental chevet, measuring 24 meters high and topped by a snuffer-shaped pinnacle, contrasts with the nave. Its exterior appearance is highlighted by buttresses equipped with watch towers at the summit. Its seven-sided shape is rather rare. Large trefoil or quatrefoil stained glass windows are set into the walls.
4. THE BELL TOWER
The bell tower is a four-story square porch tower with massive buttresses. Building the belle tower must have begun in the 15th century and was probably finished in the 18th. 
